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Chemical Weapon Canisters
There are three basic types of gas canisters. There are 
regular old pyrotechnic gas canisters, which are gun-fired gre-
nades that expel a gas (usually CS, but CN and OC are available 
as well) in the same manner as a smoke grenade. These are cyl-

inders of sheet steel with emission 
holes at the top and bottom. They 
are pyrotechnic—that is to say, 
they burn to emit the gas. They 
are hot enough to the touch to 
scald or burn bare skin, and thick 
gloves are advised for handling 
live teargas canisters. Note that 
throwing a tear gas canister will 
seriously douse you in the crap, of 
course.

  Literally owing to this “throw-
back potential,” as the manufactur-
ers refer to it, scattershot canisters 
have been developed. These split 
into 3-5 separate canisters upon fir-
ing and cover a larger area.

 Then there are “ferret” rounds, which are unlikely to be en-
countered in protest situations. These are used to penetrate bar-
ricades such as doors and windows to disperse chemical weapons 
and force the target out of their defensive position. They are non-
pyrotechnic: they use the velocity of impact to rupture the seal 
on and disperse their payload. These are controversial, because a 
direct shot, through a door or whatnot, can easily kill a person.
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diagram of a tear gas canister
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 Muzzle Blasts
Essentially, a muzzle-blast is a short-range blast of CS, 
CN, or OC gas directly from the barrel of riot gun (12ga, 37mm, 
or 40mm). They appear to have a maximum effective range of 
between 10 and 30 feet.

 Rubber Balls
Rubber balls are packed into 
shells and canisters and then shot 
out in the way that buckshot is fired 
from a shotgun. These are fired 
from 12ga, 37mm, or 40mm, and 
come in multiple calibers (repre-
senting the size of the balls). They 
are not intended for single targets 
but instead for pain compliance on 
an entire crowd. They are supposed 
to be either skip-fired (fired at the 
ground and intended to bounce) or 
fired at a low trajectory; they are 
considered unsafe to fire where they 
might go above the target’s breast 
line. The effective range of these 
weapons is about 50 yards.
 They also come in grenade 
form (Stinger is one brand of 
these balls, but it is a different 
brand than the Stinger brand of 
stun gun, I believe). The grenades 
can either be thrown by hand or 
launched from a riot gun, and 
some types come with CS, CN, or 
OC gas packed in there as well.

Baton Rounds
Baton rounds are big thick discs or cylinders of wood, foam, 
rubber, or plastic and can cause fairly grievous bodily harm. They 
are often fired at joints to disable protestors. It doesn’t matter how 
tough you are, a point-blank wooden dowel fired at your knee is 
going to keep you from running. Usually, however, long-term ef-
fects are limited to severe bruising and pain. These are intended 
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