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Welcome to ‘Raise Some Hell” cur feminist
childrearing zine...

This zme was cenceived during a discussion group on ‘feminism and childrearing’ ai
ihe 9™ March feminist gathering in hackney, lordon, UK in 2008,

Qur definition of ferminism is solidly anti-capitatist/anarchist, and we view feminism as
affecting all genders- not just women-born-women, and that feminist struggles cannot-
and must not- be separated from the struggles against racism, capitalism, classism,
homophobia, transphobia, ageism and ableism.

This was our original statement (edited):

“We demand a feminist upbringing for the next generation. We want to actively
challenge the tirade of sexist (etc) literature that is written for children, empower and
inspire the role of parenting caring and educating, and combat patriarchy in alf its
forms, within cur children’s fives. We hope this zine wilf be part of the growing
consclousness surounding the issues of how children are being raised in our sotiely,
and intemationally. We would fike fo create networks to support and discuss faminist
chiidrearing issues and push childrearing issues in feminist activist circles”

This zine is intended to provide a safe space for peopie to comment, subveri, create,
reflect, rant etc on issues relating to chitdrearing. This zine is for everybody, not just
parents. We all have a stake in ensuring the next generation grow up free fron
oppression. Rearing, care and education of children are feminist issues.

We believe that 1o completely transform society and banish sexism, and all forms of
Gppression, we need to transform the Hves of this and future generaticns of children.
We wanna ‘Reise Some Helll’ over these issues so that our voices are heard; And
active, creative, and positive ways forward can be found.

One main aim of the group was ic actively combat patriarchy in children’s lerature, via |

offer_ing kids an gnt_i—capitalistfanarcha ferninist aiternative o the stories, poems,
wordgames, activities, toys, artwork efc, provided by the mainstream. We created
"Spratz!' our kidzine for this reason.

Both zines were compiled through coniributions. This is a massive subject and
obviously there are many imporiant issues we haven't iouched on yet, and many
essential voices haven't been hieard. We are hoping to produce future editions so ¥
you want to contribute t6 the next ‘Raise Some Hell” zine, or if you are interested in
creating fun feminist stuff for the kidzine ‘Spraiz!’, then email us at:

femmlstcbxidrea;mq@meup net , visit our blog: www feminisichildrearing. bicospol com
or join our email list at www, iseup.net (search for ferninistchildrearing under lists),
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Chiid Rearing Against Patriarchy

LIBRARY

This is just a brief selection of some of the resources around feminist childrearing: some are

anarchist, some more mainstream, some we haven't read yet, some we maybe don’t agree with! We

. encourage you to search out the resources that you resonate with, and let us know:

feministchildrearing@riseup.net. Some can be found in the Feminist Library in elephant and castle,
london, uk: www_feniinistlibrary.co.uk.

Kids:
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Adults:
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Robin Morgan- “The Mer-Child" “A legend for children and other aduits®, 1991, published by
The Feminist Press, www.feministpress.org. ISBN 155861054-5.

Jackie Smith- “Planet Earth” and "The Green Moss and the Greedy Gobblers” {Space Seven
Series)- 1982 Sheffield Women and Education Group ISBN 0946063028,

Judy Bathie - “The Wiich of Grange Grove”, Women's Movement Ch:ldren s Literature Co-
operative LTD, 1974, RA.M Press, Australia.

Judy Bathie- “Alison and the Bear", Womer's Movement Children's Literature Co-operative
Lid, Meibourne, Ausfralis, 1975

Peter Lamborn WlEson (ed)— “wild children- a zine for kids aged 0-18", autononmedia press,
2007 {originafly compiled in 1980s).

Astrid Lindgren- “Pippi Longslocking”

The CRAP! Coliective- “Spratz!” a feminist kidzine, out 2009

Barbara Danish- “The Dragon and The Doctor”, Feminist Press, 1995

Robert Munsch- "The Paper Bag Princess”

Barbara Odanaka- “Skateboard Mom™

Phillip Puliman- “The Firework-makers daughter’

Alfie Kohn- “Unconditional Parenting” 2007

Andrea O'Reilly- “Engendering change- mothers as feminist activism”

Bell Hooks- children’s literacy essential o progression of feminist movement:

Bob Dixon- “Catching Them Young™ vol, 1 and 2.

Carrie Carmichel- "Non-Sexist Childrearing”

China Martens- "The Future Generation: Zine-book for Subculture Parents, Kids, Fnends &
Others” (Afomic Book Company, March 2007).

Jessica Mills- "My Mother Wears Combat Boots™ (AK PRESS, November 2007},

Judith Arcana- "Every Mother's Son-the role of mothers in the making of men”, and "Our
Mother's Daughters”.

Isaac Balbus- "Emctionat Rescue: theory and practice of a feminist father” (thinking gender,
1997).

Red Mather- “Billedroman” 1976, Demos |ISBNB787337673

Ruthann Mayes-Elma: “Harry Potter, feminist friend or foe? (Sense Publishers, 2007)
Individual authors and Attic Press- “Fairytales for Feminists™ "Rapunzel's Revenge and “‘Ms
Muffet and Others”, 1986, ISBN 0946211183 and ISBN 0946211272.

The CRAP! Coliectwe~ www.feministchildrearing.blogspot.com

Blue Milk/Feminist Dad/We will not be pacified!/Breeding Ground/Bunnies on strike
unassisledbirth.com/messirap.org/hipmama.com/Yomamasays.org/imamasquili.com/Girlsnotc
hicks.com/mamaphonc.com/Association of Radical Midwifes- radmid.demon.co.uk

The CRAP! Collective postscript: some of the pieces in this zine are copyright/unstated and
so please respect authors wishes & emall before use, others are copyleft/anticogyright and

So please respect their wishes and copy/distribute/plagiarize as much as possible!
Printed on recycled paper and not-for-profif
We Jove feedback! feministchildrearing@riseup.net
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16- it’s comforting for parents to know childceare is available, even if they don’t use it

Conctete You Can Do to Support Patents and Children in yoScene

MWM’WV\WWWWVW\MMMW\MM

L

1- Give Children Attention. Say something to them: just be your true self, whatever you are thinking, they are
open to that, Children act betier when they. get attention. In the beginning of & meeting if a group gives the
children some attention, they are often happier and better behaved for the rest of the meeting.

2- Develop childcare as an ongoing relationship with a child - it takes some time to get to know a child before
they are comfortable with doing stuff with you away from their parents,

3- Offer a slot of time, to spend time with a child on a weekly basis

4- Intograte children and aduits: it’s more pleasant to watch children with other adults to talk to; it's more
pleasant for the children to see aduits enjoying cach other and not feel a burden to them,

5- Inchude children in the planming of any activity, like a sewing workshop for instance.

6~ Doing something chﬂd—ﬁ-xendly? Ask a kid if they want to come along. (Lizxnn has been taking Sin Loong

- for eritical mass rides for three years and she loves it.) Children can benefit from activities their parents
don’t do and parents can benefit from the time to themseives.

7- Ifa baby is orying because it needs to be hield and the parent hag their hands busy and can not hold it; offer
to hold the baby.

8- If a child is making a disturbance in au area, offer to go outside with the kid sotheparentdomnrhaveto 3
leave the event,
9. Mect parents at their level: come visit them at home or where ever their spaces are. Lat parents talk about
being parents: realize having a child is like having the most mtense love affair you have ever kaown 3says
. ong parent. Another says - not.)
10- Acknowledge children: don’t treat them like they ate invisible. .
11- To announce that we are OK with children making noise (at meetings we wish to make parent-w/small

children-friendly), we can talk over them, and value mothurs and children ‘sticking around, The 4
announcement can help put mothers at ease.

12- Give us a smilel
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ALSO - When providing child care at political events (ahd every event should heve child carel)

13- Visit the children and childoare providers in daycare and say “Hit” Childcare providers oan feel isolated
" from others at the event. Have a cup of tea with them! (suggested by Siu Loong, age 5)
b 14~ Parents with different aged, children have different needs. Parents with younger children or children who
aren’t comfortable leaving their side yet would benefit from childcare that was off to a side of the same
room or more ceniral to the main events. Parents with older and more independent children benefit from
having them in a different room or floor. Either way, childcare must be assessable.
15- Parents need to give more input to the day-care providers, about their and their children’s needs during the

planmng of the event, in order for the childcare provider to better assist them. At least tell them you are
coming and the age of your child/ren,

;

AND - Contemplate 1
17- How much work/consnming being a parcnt is: 24!7 in the beginning years it’s hard to even think straight: 5
oneissullad_lustmgwwmga parent dad youhg children’s needs are very intensive

18- That radical parents don’t fit in at mainstream places, like their children’s schools - so when they go to an

anarchist gathering and don’t feel supported by their own culture - how bad that feels.

Contents

Children and Parents in Feminist Activism
The Next Generation?
Bustin’ the Bounty-pack Blues
Forest School: towards feminist, anarchist and
environmental learning?

Mama Revolution!

Sleeping Beauty: 21%% Century feminist view on
classic tales toid to children/girls from a
young age
SIIIIG thoughts aheut hedy image, heing a mum, Ilal'lilllillﬂ and

' feminism

I'm a crummy mummy
Feminist Women who Choose to be Mothers
Polly put the Megaphone on
Continuing the Struggle: Lessons to be learned from
Mothers and Children in Zapatista Communities
Faery Earth Mother
Children’s Television- Sexist media representing a sexist

world!
I Want To Be A Rabbit

Youth Lizeration
Concrete Things You Can Do to Support Parents
and Children in your Scene

Library

These m&mﬁe“Dm%L&waandsBehmd.Amdmfmmiam&SuppmungMMsdehldrm
nrorkxhupetLaRevoltal To get 2 copy of the 22 page workshop handout: you can download it from;

tttp://bengal sissouri.edu% TEmexwells/DonfLeaveY our FriendsBebind pdf or send a dollar to Vikki Law P.O. Box 20388 NY
Wlﬂﬂﬂ9m'C11maMaﬂmsP0 Box 4803 Baltimore MD 21211 USA




Children and Parents in Feminist Activism

“We expect to struggle against the world; we
don't expect to struggle in our own
community.” Radical Anarchist Mom and Baby
League

In this vast metropolis that is London, it
is sometimes hard to feel a sense of
commmunity. Caught up in the rat race that is
survival in this city, we can sometimes feel
isolated from our near neighbours and may
not feel a sense of belonging to the area in
which we live.

Fortunately there is a strong feminist
community in London. We share some common
values, we struggle together, we socialise
together, we loock out for each other, we
care for each other and it is a community
that I feel privileged to be part of.
However as a mother of young children I’wve
got to say that I do feel that just like I
struggle in the wider community, I also
struggle in this community of ours.

I don’t know how many times I’ve raised the
issue of childcare when we organise, I don't
know how many emails I've sent asking
whether there will be childcare available or
whether children are welcome at certain
meetings and events, I don’t know how many
meetings or actions I’ve just not gone to
because I feel that I cant bring my
children, I don’t know how many workshops
I’'ve walked out of coz my children start
getting loud and I can see that it’s Jjust
not appreciated. But the thing I notice most
is that, unlike most other communities,
within the feminist community there just

As t see it, the domination of kids is not just a horror because of the sheer lack of autonomy, respect and
dignity that all these unique young human beings experience, it is also an integral part of the greater
social system of domination, control and alienation - civilization itself. The domination of kids breaks the -
wills of people and inserts autharitarian programming so that they can later reproduqe institutions such as |
the state, capitalism and gerontocracy when they get older themnselves. The domination of kids contains
within it the very same fundamental dynamics of authority and control that as anarchists, we should +
actively be opposing. The very act of being subservient, the very act of compliance and submission, the
very act of rule and bossing are all at play within the dichotomy of "parental authority figure" and "chitd”,
" and it is because of this that we need to decisively condemn and attack this horrendous relationship in i
favor of relations based upon mutuat respect, autonemy and free association. -
- e e N I
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[ . Striving for the liberation of kids is not just some single-issue cause, it is not some guilt-ridden "identity

v politics” thing, and it is not some radical past time totally disconnected from the greater struggle against
the System. The domination of kids is a farm of real-life siavery that goes on all around us, it acts to
reinforce and reproduce the state, capitalism and other institutions of control, and it contains within it the
same fundamental relations of authority and domination that are entirely antagonistic with anarchy and

" true liberation. If we are serious about bringing down this disgusting global system of control and

. hierarchy then we need to attack it wherever it manifests itself - and this includes within our own

relationships, lives, behaviors and mentalities as well as the more traditionally "palitical” arenas.

Youth liberation is not a new idea, a lot of people have written about it and articulated it in different
ways. There are aiready a number of people out there practicing, or at least trying to practice, autonomy

respecting ways of relating with kids. Something new that | would like to seeis a consistent, coherent and
passionate defense of kids by the anarchist community. Every person goes through being 2 kid and that’s
usually the first time the spirit is broken by authority. With this being the case, it only makes sense for ‘
anarchists to have youth liberation fully integrated with the rest of the anarchist perspective. %

‘¢, Gerontocracy needs to be right up there with capitalism, the state, patriarchy, and white supremacy as
" institutions of social control that, as anarchists, we aim to destroy. .

e S - oY

.| *luse the word “kids” in this article because “young people” can mean people over the age of 18, a group
"+ of people which do experience prejudice and discrimination but does not have to deal with the out-right
slavery that those under 18 face. | do not use “children”, because | see that word as being an equivalent to |
the N-word in this context. “Childish”, “child-fike”, etc. usualfy have very negative or derogatory i
connotations. “Kids”, however, usually refers to those under 18 and has positive connotations; hence, | us
that word here. ' .

Anti-Copyright. Borrow whatever you want. We did. slingshot@tao.ca




Youth Liberation
{1)An-ok Ta Chai

You can tell a great'deal about a sodiety if you look at how they treat their children and their elderly.. In
f)ur_soc!ety both _chtldren and the elderly are often disconnected from other age groups and forced into
institutional settings; schools for children and nursing homes for the elderly. Children are brainwashed

into the system and the elderly are forgotten and faded out once thelr ability to produce and spend
capital wanes.

l tis be__ta_y_se of this that | believe in radical youth liberation. Some people have a hard time fully
understdnding this. “How does ageism compare to the brutalities of imperialism/capitalism/the state?”
they ask me, "Ageism", the mere prejudice and discrimination of pecple based on their age, may not be as :
big a ptbblem as capitalism/the state, | agree. To look at youth liberation in terms of just “ageism” Isto |
point. "Gerontocracy”, or, the ongoing and systemic domination of kids* by those older than }

One important thing to always keep in mind is that kids are human beings, just like the rest of us. People
do not suddeniy become human when they turn a certain age - they are born that way. With this heing

“the cate; kids have the inherent human ability to learn, grow, develop and direct their own lives as they
see fit, justijke anybody eise. Kids do not understand everything, kids make mistakes, and kids need help
and support but all of this can be said of every human being.

The often unspoken notion that aduits are omniscient, infailible and not dependent upon the help and
support of others while kids are very much the opposite is a distortion of reality necessary te construct
the social hierarchy of adults ever kids. This all becomes very apparent if one reflects on how a

proposition to systematically dominate people who are physically ill, injured, ignorant, ilt informed, or
intoxicated {all of which are also temporary conditions} would be universally laughed at n_d ismissed

With this being the case, let’s call it like it is - kids are slaves in this society. Kids cannot freely disassociate i

without fear of their parents or the state somehow hunting them down and dragging them back. Kids are

forcad:to go to concentration camps {we call them "schools"). Kids cannot deny or receive medical care‘at ' r
their own will - an adult has to decide for them. Kids do not have ultimate say over their own time, bodies, | I

activities; behaviors and choices - some parental or other adutt figure has to determine it for them. This is
slavery, pure, systemic, out-right slavery. It is slavery based upon the widespread use of violence, the
threat of violence, and by emotional manipulation, intimidation and brainwashing.

The s';ﬁi'ifs of kids are continually beaten down by authority, particularly adult authority, in ordfer to c_rush
their wills, to break them of their individuality, spontaneity, creativity, curiosity and comfort with -t-h_elr
own autonomy. Kids are constantly faced with various kinds of parental authorities, school authorities,
state institutions, and a mass culture all intended to meld them, to get them to jump on command, take

orders, and do w_!hat they're told.

aren’t many children around. Maybe it’'s just
I'm going to the wrong meetings, but I don’t
think so because I speak to other mothers
and they seem to feel the same way too.

We want to spread this movement of ours yet
we don’t make our activism accessible to
parents. Many of the women in this country
are mothers yet we don’t provide childcare
at our meetings. Is feminism for everyone or
just for a small clique of childless women?
We rally en masse for abortions rights
(rightly so!) but where are the rallies to
protest against single-parents being forced
back to work, for better childcare for
working parents, for better maternity
services, for recognition of the unpaid work
parents do raising children and what exactly
are we doing in our activism te facilitate
parents attending?

Sometimes I feel like we’ve fallen for the
idea that mothers should be home, tied to
the kitchen sink, cooking and changing
nappies, voiceless and uncomplaining and
that children should be seen and not heard.
I suppose it's so ingrained in all of us
that there is a time and place for children
that meetings aren’t seen as one of those
times or places. I think like that too
sometimes, but its ageist against children
and sexist against mothers and we all need
to address and confront it within ourselves
and as a group. Maybe a meeting isn’t the
most suitable place for young children but
if parents are going to be there we need to
accept that children will be too and sort
out ways to deal with it.



Which ones do you think were drawn by women

Everyday as mothers we challenge patriarchy;
a system, society and culture that sees us
as just women with children, needing and
worthy of little space besides the home,
schoocl and playground. We’re not welcome in
the workplace, in education, on public
transport, in the pub, yet we still go
there. Capitalism places no wvalue on our
work, but we know the true value of what we
do, and as such we see the fallacy of
capitalism, we feel its injustice in our
bones. Even though its difficult we leave
our homes to work, we educate ourselves, we
realise the value of the work we do raising
children and we celebrate it, thus
challenging false notions of true fulfilment
through career, we find ways to support each
other, we find solidarity through .
motherhood, we know in a very real way the i i : S

strength of women and we know true were to draw an image of a woman dlll'il’lg :
exhaustion yet keep on going. Many of us

became feminists at the same time as we regnancy/motherhood, how would you p ortra .
became mothers, because it was then that we
truly collided with patriarchy. Feminist
parenting is a truly pelitical, radical and
effective form of direct action and is an
everyday form of feminist activism.

That’s why I find it se¢ weird that feminism
in London does not seem to be welcoming
parents with children or addressing our
needs or campaigning for our wants. Parents
are political, passionate, caring, strong,
organised people, used to working for free
and dealing with frustration, we are an
asset to any movement.

Mainstream feminism like mainstream society
and culture is (I think) hierarchical, with
value, respect and power being given to
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of women as mothers

those who are the most “active’”, the most
educated, with the bast jobs, the loudest
voices, the most money, and unfortunately
mothers are near the botteom of this
hierarchy. Sexism isn’t just something that
exists out there in the big bad world; it
also exists in each one of us. It isn’t our
fault but it is something we must accept and
try to unlearn and dealing with sexism in
activism in this context means recognising
the value and needs of parents and children.

We also need to think about children and the
benefits they gain from being involved with
feminism and what we gain from them being
involved. Personally I am so glad that my
children know feminism and feminists. It’'s
all very well me talking to them about
gender roles, stereotypes and sexism but for
them to actually see feminism in action,
positive female role models and alternative
ways of working and being together
privileges them and reaches them on a much
deeper level. I want my children to
understand feminism on a day-to-day level,
so0 that for them it is the norm.

Feminism has so much to gain from children
being involved. Children can bring
creativity, imagination and freshness to
activism and a definite impetus to dissent,
protest and organise against the status quo.
Why are we feminists if not for future
generations! At the end of the day if we
really want to end the cycle of sexism and
sexist oppression then socialising our
children in a non-sexist way, as well as
educating them about feminism and showing
them how it can work is the only way.






