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 d
om

in
at

io
n,

 w
hi

ch
 fe

el
s i

ts 
lif

e 
in

ex
or

ab
ly

 e
sc

ap
in

g,
 b

ec
om

es
 

m
ad

 a
nd

 p
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 c
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ra
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at
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r c
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at
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 s
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w
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s d
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 c
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 c
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 m
ut

ua
lly

 ig
no

re
 o

ne
 a

no
th

er
 a

nd
 w

ho
 d

o 
no

t t
hi

nk
 to

 b
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 d

ic
ta

to
rs

hi
p,

 th
e 

di
ct

at
or

sh
ip

 o
f t

he
 S

pe
ct

ac
le

, o
f w

hi
ch

 th
e 

sa
la

ria
t, 

th
e c
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e o
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 b
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at
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 fl
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 re
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t c
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 d
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r c
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de
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 c
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f b
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r f
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 o
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 m
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s m
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 m
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r t
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In the course of this exodus, som
e unprecedented solidarities constitute 

them
selves, friends and brothers reassem

ble behind the new
 lines of the 

front that they designate, and the form
al opposition betw

een the Spectacle 
and the Im

aginary Party becom
es concrete. Th

ere develops thus, am
ong 

those w
ho take note of their essential m

arginality, a strong sentim
ent of 

belonging to non-belonging, a sort of com
m

unity of Exile. Th
e sim

ple sen-
sation of estrangem

ent in this w
orld m

etam
orphosizes in accord w

ith the 
circum

stances into intim
acy w

ith estrangem
ent. Flight w

as nothing m
ore 

than a fact becom
e a strategy. N

ow
 “flight, says the thirty sixth stratagem

, 
is the suprem

e politics”. But hence, the Im
aginary Party is already m

ore 
than solely im

aginary; it com
m

ences to know
 itself as such and m

arches 
w

ith slow
ness tow

ards its realization, w
hich is its ruin. Th

e m
etaphysical 

hostility to this society has from
 now

 on ceased to be lived on a purely 
negative m

ode, like the casual indifference to all that could com
e upon it, 

a refusal to play, or the forced failure of dom
ination by rejection of dom

i-
nation. It takes a positive character and by this is so perfectly w

orrying 
that pow

er is not w
rong, in its paranoia, to see terrorists everyw

here. It’s 
a frigid, cold hatred, like of an inflam

m
ation, that for the hour does not 

express itself overtly or theoretically, but rather by a practical paralysis of all 
social devices, by a m

ute and obstinate ill-w
ishing, and by the sabotage of 

all innovation, all m
ovem

ent and all intelligence. Th
ere are crises now

here, 
there is only the om

nipresence of the Im
aginary Party, of w

hich the centre 
is everyw

here and the circum
ference now

here, because it operates on the 
sam

e territory as the Spectacle.

It is a m
atter of spreading the unease that m

akes hum
ans m

etaphysicians 
and the doubt that cracks, level after level, the dom

inant interpretation 
of the w

orld. Th
us it is in vain that the Spectacle credits us an im

m
ediate 

goal, if it isn’t m
aybe the hope to provoke a m

ore or less durable break-
dow

n in the w
hole of the m

achine. N
othing is m

ore sim
ilar to abolish-

ing the totality of the w
orld of adm

inistered alienation than one of those 
m

iraculous suspensions w
here all the hum

anity that the Spectacle habitu-
ally eclipses brusquely returns, w

here the em
pire of separation is defeated, 

w
here the m

ouths rediscover w
ords w

hich they m
ust, and w

here hum
ans 

are reborn in regard to their fellow
 hum

ans and to the indistinguishable 
need that they have of one another. D

om
ination som

etim
es takes m

any 
decades to com

pletely recover from
 a single one of these m

om
ents of 

intense truth. But one gravely m
istakes the strategy of the Im

aginary Party 
to reduce it to the pursuit of catastrophe. O

ne does not m
isunderstand any 

less in crediting to us the infantilism
 of w

anting to pulverize, in one blow, 
w

ho know
s w

hich general quarter w
here pow

er finds itself concentrated. 
O

ne does not assault a m
ode of unveiling like a fortress, even if the one 

can usefully lead to the other. H
ence, the Im

aginary Party does not aim
 for 

a general insurrection against the Spectacle, nor even for its direct and in-
stantaneous destruction. R

ather it arranges an ensem
ble of conditions such 

that dom
ination succum

bs as quickly and as largely as possible to the pro-
gressive paralysis to w

hich its paranoia condem
ns it. Although it does not 

abandon at any m
om

ent its designs to achieve this itself, its tactic is not to 
attack from

 the front, but in the sam
e action to hide itself, to orient and to 

hasten the issuance of the m
alady. “It is this that is fearful for the holders 

of pow
er that it does not recognize: not letting itself be seized, being the 

dissolution of social facts as w
ell as the restive obstinacy to reinvent in itself 

a sovereignty that the law
 can not circum

scribe” (Blanchot, Th
e Sham

eful 
C

om
m

unity). Im
potent faced w

ith the om
nipresence of this danger, dom

i-
nation, w

hich feels itself m
ore and m

ore alone, betrayed and fragile, has no 
other choice but to extend control and suspicion to the totality of a terri-
tory of w

hich, how
ever, free circulation resides the vital principle. It can 

encircle its “gated com
m

unities” w
ith as m

any guardians as it w
ould like, 

the ground w
ill continue no less to slip out from

 under its feet. It is in the 
essence of the Im

aginary Party to everyw
here carve up com

m
odity society, 

even at its foundation of credit. Its dissolving practice know
s no other lim

it 
than the collapse of w

hat it underm
ines.
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s b
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e 

hu
m

an
: i

n 
su

ch
 a

 w
ar

, a
ll 

w
ho

 d
en

y 
on

e 
pa

rt
y, 

su
bj

ec
tiv

el
y, 

do
 

bu
t o

bj
ec

tiv
el

y 
ra

lly
 to

 th
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 o
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 re
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e 

he
ge

m
on

y 
of

 E
vi

l. 
H

e 
to

ok
 h

is 
rig

ht
 o

nl
y 

fro
m

 h
im

se
lf,

 th
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rit
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a 
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an
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 c
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is 
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at
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 c
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 it
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Th

at its enem
y has neither face, nor nam

e, nor anything that could be 
tied to an identity; that this alw

ays presents itself, in spite of its colossal 
designs, under the detritus of a perfect Bloom

, voila that w
hich is fit to 

unleash the paranoia of pow
er. Johann G

eorg Elser, of w
hich the bom

b 
attem

pt N
ovem

ber 8, 1939 in M
unich did not spare H

itler save for a sm
all 

favor of fate, furnishes the m
odel of that w

hich, in the years to com
e, w

ill 
plunge com

m
odity dom

ination into an ever m
ore sensible fright. Elser is 

the m
odel Bloom

, if ever such an expression did not express a crippling 
contradiction. In him

 all evokes neutrality and nothingness. H
is absence 

from
 the w

orld w
as com

plete, his solitude absolute. H
is banality w

as itself 
banal. Th

e poverty of spirit, the lack of personality and insignificance w
ere 

his only attributes, but they never becam
e conspicuous. W

hen he recounts 
his life as a handym

an, it is in the m
anner of an im

personality w
ithout 

bottom
. N

othing kindled passion in him
. Politics and ideology left him

 
equally indifferent. H

e neither knew
 w

hat C
om

m
unism

 w
as, nor w

hat 
N

ational-Socialism
 w

as, and he w
as how

ever a w
orker in G

erm
any in the 

1930’s.

12
U

p until a certain point, the Im
aginary Party corresponds to a specter, to 

an invisible presence, to the fantastical return of the O
ther in a society 

w
here all otherness w

as suppressed, to a separate accounting for all that w
as 

generalized. But this bad dream
, this idea of suicide that passes by the head 

of the Spectacle, can not delay -in respect to the character, itself im
aginary, 

of the present social production- engendering its reality as consciousness 
becom

ing practice, as im
m

ediately practical consciousness. Th
e Im

aginary 
Party is the other nam

e of the sham
eful sickness of shaken pow

er: para-
noia, w

hich C
anetti too vaguely defined as “the m

alady of strength”. Th
e 

despairing and planetary deploym
ent of alw

ays m
ore m

assive and sophisti-
cated techniques to control public space m

aterializes in a piquant fashion 
the m

adhouse insanity of w
ounded dom

ination w
hich still pursues the old 

dream
 of the Titans for a universal state; w

hen it is no m
ore than a dw

arf 
am

ong others, and upset w
ith that. In this term

inal phase, it speaks only 
of the fight against terrorism

, delinquency, extrem
ism

 and crim
inality, 

because it is constitutionally forbidden to explicitly m
ention the existence 

of the Im
aginary Party. Besides, this represents for it, in com

bat, a certain 
handicap, because it can not designate its fanatics to hate “the veritable 
enem

y that inspires an infinite courage” (K
afka).
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 p
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 b
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 d
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, b
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 c
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C
ertainly, one can interpret this as the m

om
ent of the interiorization by 

all developed com
m

odity societies of the negation that they hold in an 
cathartic but illusory exteriority of “really existing socialism

”, but it is there 
how

ever its m
ost superficial aspect. It is also perm

itted for each to dim
inish 

the insoluble character by certifying the general rule that “a political unity 
can not exist under the form

 of res publica, of the public, w
hich finds itself 

put into question each tim
e that it creates a space of non-publicity w

hich 
is an effective disavow

al of this publicity”. It is certainly not rare, thus, that 
certain take the Party as “disappearing in the shadow, but transform

ing the 
shadow

 into a strategic space from
 w

hence com
e the attacks w

hich destroy 
the place w

here until now
 im

perium
 m

anifested itself, w
hich dism

antle 
the vast background of offi

cial public life, that a technocratic intelligence 
w

ould not know
 to organize” (C

arl Schm
itt, Th

eory of the Partisan). It is 
a constant tem

ptation, in effect, to conceive the positive existence of the 
Im

aginary Party under the fam
iliar species of the guerrilla, of civil w

ar, of 
partisan w

arfare, of a conflict w
ithout a precise front or a declaration of 

hostilities, w
ithout arm

istice or peace treaty. And by these m
any aspects, it 

is verily a question of a w
ar that has nothing behind its acts, its violence, its 

crim
es, and w

hich appear to have no other program
, on this point, than to 

becom
e conscious violence, that is to say conscious of its m

etaphysical and 
political character.
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Th

e effective configuration of hostilities that the notion of the Im
aginary 

Party m
akes readable is m

arked essentially by asym
m

etry. W
e have no 

business, presently, w
ith the dispute of tw

o cam
ps that com

pete for the 
conquest of the sam

e trophy around w
hich, all things told, they find them

-
selves. H

ere, the protagonists m
ove on such perfectly strange planes, one 

from
 the other, that they do not m

eet except at very rare points of intersec-
tion, and everything accounted for, by the w

him
 of a certain chance. But 

this strangeness is itself asym
m

etrical: because, for the Im
aginary Party, the 

Spectacle is w
ithout m

ystery w
hereas for the Spectacle the Im

aginary Party 
m

ust rem
ain forever a m

ystery. From
 this follow

s a strategic consequence 
of the first im

portance: w
hile w

e can w
ithout problem

 designate our en-
em

y, w
hich is besides by essence designatable, our enem

y cannot designate 
us. Th

ere is no uniform
ity in the Im

aginary Party, because uniform
ity is 

precisely the central attribute of the Spectacle. Th
us it is from

 now
 on that 

all uniform
ity m

ust feel itself m
enaced and, w

ith it, all that it represents 
as currency. In other term

s, the Im
aginary Party know

s nothing but its 
enem

ies, not its m
em

bers, because its enem
ies are precisely all those w

ho 
one could know.
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y 

of
 c

ha
os

, c
ris

is,
 a

nd
 d

isa
ste

r.

In
di

sp
ut

ab
ly,

 th
e 

sta
te

 o
f e

xc
ep

tio
n 

be
co

m
es

 g
en

er
al

ize
d.

 N
o 

on
e 

ca
n 

an
y 

lo
ng

er
 p

re
te

nd
, i

n 
on

e 
ca

m
p 

as
 in

 th
e 

ot
he

r, 
to

 se
cu

rit
y. 

Th
is 

is 
go

od
. W

e 
kn

ow
 a

t p
re

se
nt

 th
at

 th
e 

de
no

ue
m

en
t i

s c
lo

se
. “

Lu
ci

d 
sa

in
tli

ne
ss

 re
co

gn
ize

s 
in

 it
se

lf 
th

e 
ne

ce
ss

ity
 o

f d
es

tr
uc

tio
n,

 th
e 

ne
ce

ss
ity

 o
f a

 tr
ag

ic
 is

su
e”

 (B
a-

ta
ill

e,
 Th

e 
G

ui
lty

).
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In the exact proportion as the catastrophe is truth to the state of fulgura-
tion, those of the Im

aginary Party w
ork to hasten the advent of this by any 

m
eans. Th

e axes of com
m

unication are for them
 privileged targets. Th

ey 
know

 how
 infrastructures that “are w

orth billions” can be destroyed in an 
audacious coup. Th

ey know
 the tactical w

eakness, the points of least resis-
tance and the m

om
ents of vulnerability of the opposing organization. Th

ey 
are besides freer to choose w

hat w
ill be the theatre of their operations and 

act at the point w
here the sm

allest forces can cause the greatest losses.

Above all, the Spectacle does not w
ant to see there that so m

any attacks 
are directed against it and its ignom

iny. Ergo, from
 the spectacular point 

of view, the point of view
 of a certain alienation of the state of public 

explanation, the Im
aginary Party is resum

ed into a confused ensem
ble of 

gratuitous and isolated crim
inal acts of w

hich the authors possess no sense, 
sim

ilar to the periodic irruption in visibility of the alw
ays m

ore m
ysteri-

ous form
s of terrorism

; all things w
hich finish all the sam

e, in the end, by 
producing the disagreeable im

pression that one is shielded from
 nothing in 

the Spectacle, that an obscure m
enace w

eighs on the em
pty order of com

-
m

odity society.



Th
e 

m
os

t t
ro

ub
lin

g,
 a

s o
ne

 in
te

rr
og

at
es

 th
em

, i
s c

er
ta

in
ly

 th
at

 th
ey

 k
no

w
 

al
l o

f t
hi

s, 
w

ith
ou

t h
ow

ev
er

 k
no

w
in

g 
th

at
 th

ey
 k

no
w

 it
. Th

us
, a

n 
an

on
y-

m
ou

s w
or

ke
r a

t a
 b

ot
tli

ng
 p

la
nt

 p
ou

rs
 c

ya
ni

de
 “

ju
st 

lik
e 

th
at

” 
in

 a
 h

an
df

ul
 

of
 c

an
s, 

a 
yo

un
g 

m
an

 a
ss

as
sin

at
es

 a
 to

ur
ist

 in
 th

e 
na

m
e 

of
 th

e 
“p

ur
ity

 o
f t

he
 

m
ou

nt
ai

n”
 a

nd
 si

gn
s h

is 
cr

im
e 

“L
e 

M
ES

SI
”,

 a
no

th
er

 “w
ith

ou
t a

pp
ar

en
t 

re
as

on
” 

bl
ew

 o
ut

 th
e 

br
ai

ns
 o

f h
is 

pe
tit

-b
ou

rg
eo

is 
fa

th
er

 o
n 

hi
s b

irt
hd

ay
, a

 
th

ird
 o

pe
ns

 fi
re

 o
n 

th
e 

w
ise

 h
er

d 
of

 h
is 

sc
ho

ol
 c

om
ra

de
s, 

a 
la

st 
“g

ra
tu

ito
us

-
ly

” 
th

re
w

 b
ric

ks
 a

t c
ar

s l
au

nc
he

d 
on

 th
e 

liv
el

y 
al

lu
re

 o
f t

he
 h

ig
hw

ay
, w

he
n 

he
 d

id
 n

ot
 b

ur
n 

th
em

 in
 th

ei
r p

ar
ki

ng
 lo

ts.

In
 th

e 
Sp

ec
ta

cl
e,

 th
e 

Im
ag

in
ar

y 
Pa

rt
y 

do
es

 n
ot

 a
pp

ea
r a

s t
he

 w
or

k 
of

 h
u-

m
an

s, 
bu

t o
f s

tr
an

ge
 a

ct
s, 

in
 th

e 
se

ns
e 

un
de

rs
to

od
 b

y 
th

e 
Sa

bb
at

ea
n 

tr
ad

i-
tio

n.
 Th

es
e 

ac
ts 

th
em

se
lv

es
 a

re
 n

ot
 h

ow
ev

er
 c

on
ne

ct
ed

 w
ith

 o
ne

 a
no

th
er

, 
bu

t s
ys

te
m

at
ic

al
ly

 h
el

d 
in

 th
e 

en
ig

m
a 

of
 th

e 
ex

ce
pt

io
n;

 o
ne

 w
ou

ld
 n

ot
 h

av
e 

th
e 

id
ea

 to
 se

e 
in

 th
es

e 
m

an
ife

sta
tio

ns
 a

 u
ni

qu
e 

an
d 

sim
ila

r h
um

an
 n

eg
at

iv
-

ity
, b

ec
au

se
 o

ne
 d

oe
s n

ot
 k

no
w

 w
ha

t n
eg

at
iv

ity
 is

; a
t b

ot
to

m
, o

ne
 d

oe
s n

ot
 

kn
ow

 a
ny

 lo
ng

er
 w

ha
t h

um
an

ity
 is

, n
or

 e
ve

n 
if 

it 
ex

ist
s. 

Al
l t

hi
s s

ta
nd

s o
ut

 
in

 th
e 

re
gi

ste
r o

f t
he

 a
bs

ur
d,

 a
nd

 a
t t

hi
s p

ric
e:

 th
er

e 
is 

no
th

in
g 

m
uc

h 
th

at
 

do
es

 n
ot

 st
an

d 
ou

t.




