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In the course of this exodus, some unprecedented solidarities constitute
themselves, friends and brothers reassemble behind the new lines of the
front that they designate, and the formal opposition between the Spectacle
and the Imaginary Party becomes concrete. There develops thus, among
those who take note of their essential marginality, a strong sentiment of
belonging to non-belonging, a sort of community of Exile. The simple sen-
sation of estrangement in this world metamorphosizes in accord with the
circumstances into intimacy with estrangement. Flight was nothing more
than a fact become a strategy. Now “flight, says the thirty sixth stratagem,
is the supreme politics”. But hence, the Imaginary Party is already more
than solely imaginary; it commences to know itself as such and marches
with slowness towards its realization, which is its ruin. The metaphysical
hostility to this society has from now on ceased to be lived on a purely
negative mode, like the casual indifference to all that could come upon it,
a refusal to play, or the forced failure of domination by rejection of domi-
nation. It takes a positive character and by this is so perfectly worrying
that power is not wrong, in its paranoia, to see terrorists everywhere. It’s

a frigid, cold hatred, like of an inflammation, that for the hour does not
express itself overtly or theoretically, but rather by a practical paralysis of all
social devices, by a mute and obstinate ill-wishing, and by the sabotage of
all innovation, all movement and all intelligence. There are crises nowhere,
there is only the omnipresence of the Imaginary Party, of which the centre
is everywhere and the circumference nowhere, because it operates on the
same territory as the Spectacle.

L

It is a matter of spreading the unease that makes humans metaphysicians
and the doubt that cracks, level after level, the dominant interpretation

of the world. Thus it is in vain that the Spectacle credits us an immediate
goal, if it isn't maybe the hope to provoke a more or less durable break-
down in the whole of the machine. Nothing is more similar to abolish-

ing the totality of the world of administered alienation than one of those
miraculous suspensions where all the humanity that the Spectacle habitu-
ally eclipses brusquely returns, where the empire of separation is defeated,
where the mouths rediscover words which they must, and where humans
are reborn in regard to their fellow humans and to the indistinguishable
need that they have of one another. Domination sometimes takes many
decades to completely recover from a single one of these moments of
intense truth. But one gravely mistakes the strategy of the Imaginary Party
to reduce it to the pursuit of catastrophe. One does not misunderstand any
less in crediting to us the infantilism of wanting to pulverize, in one blow,
who knows which general quarter where power finds itself concentrated.
One does not assault a mode of unveiling like a fortress, even if the one
can usefully lead to the other. Hence, the Imaginary Party does not aim for
a general insurrection against the Spectacle, nor even for its direct and in-
stantaneous destruction. Rather it arranges an ensemble of conditions such
that domination succumbs as quickly and as largely as possible to the pro-
gressive paralysis to which its paranoia condemns it. Although it does not
abandon at any moment its designs to achieve this itself, its tactic is not to
attack from the front, but in the same action to hide itself, to orient and to
hasten the issuance of the malady. “It is this that is fearful for the holders
of power that it does not recognize: not letting itself be seized, being the
dissolution of social facts as well as the restive obstinacy to reinvent in itself
a sovereignty that the law can not circumscribe” (Blanchot, The Shameful
Community). Impotent faced with the omnipresence of this danger, domi-
nation, which feels itself more and more alone, betrayed and fragile, has no
other choice but to extend control and suspicion to the totality of a terri-
tory of which, however, free circulation resides the vital principle. It can
encircle its “gated communities” with as many guardians as it would like,
the ground will continue no less to slip out from under its feet. It is in the
essence of the Imaginary Party to n<oJ2<TQn carve up nOBBo&Q society,
even at its foundation of credit. Its dissolving practice knows no other limit
than the collapse of what it undermines.
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Up until a certain point, the Imaginary Party corresponds to a specter, to
an invisible presence, to the fantastical return of the Other in a society
where all otherness was suppressed, to a separate accounting for all that was
generalized. But this bad dream, this idea of suicide that passes by the head
of the Spectacle, can not delay -in respect to the character, itself imaginary,
of the present social production- engendering its reality as consciousness
becoming practice, as immediately practical consciousness. The Imaginary
Party is the other name of the shameful sickness of shaken power: para-
noia, which Canetti too vaguely defined as “the malady of strength”. The
despairing and planetary deployment of always more massive and sophisti-
cated techniques to control public space materializes in a piquant fashion
the madhouse insanity of wounded domination which still pursues the old
dream of the Titans for a universal state; when it is no more than a dwarf

among others, and upset with that. In this terminal phase, it speaks only
of the fight against terrorism, delinquency, extremism and criminality,
because it is constitutionally forbidden to explicitly mention the existence
of the Imaginary Party. Besides, this represents for it, in combat, a certain
handicap, because it can not designate its fanatics to hate “the veritable
enemy that inspires an infinite courage” (Kafka).

17

That its enemy has neither face, nor name, nor anything that could be
tied to an identity; that this always presents itself, in spite of its colossal
designs, under the detritus of a perfect Bloom, voila that which is fit to
unleash the paranoia of power. Johann Georg Elser, of which the bomb
attempt November 8, 1939 in Munich did not spare Hitler save for a small
favor of fate, furnishes the model of that which, in the years to come, will
plunge commodity domination into an ever more sensible fright. Elser is
the model Bloom, if ever such an expression did not express a crippling
contradiction. In him all evokes neutrality and nothingness. His absence
from the world was complete, his solitude absolute. His banality was itself
banal. The poverty of spirit, the lack of personality and insignificance were
his only attributes, but they never became conspicuous. When he recounts
his life as a handyman, it is in the manner of an impersonality without
bottom. Nothing kindled passion in him. Politics and ideology left him
equally indifferent. He neither knew what Communism was, nor what
National-Socialism was, and he was however a worker in Germany in the

1930’s.

i
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Certainly, one can interpret this as the moment of the interiorization by

all developed commodity societies of the negation that they hold in an
cathartic but illusory exteriority of “really existing socialism”, but it is there
however its most superficial aspect. It is also permitted for each to diminish
the insoluble character by certifying the general rule that “a political unity
can not exist under the form of res publica, of the public, which finds itself
put into question each time that it creates a space of non-publicity which
is an effective disavowal of this publicity”. It is certainly not rare, thus, that
certain take the Party as “disappearing in the shadow, but transforming the
shadow into a strategic space from whence come the attacks which destroy
the place where until now imperium manifested itself, which dismantle

the vast background of official public life, that a technocratic intelligence
would not know to organize” (Carl Schmitt, Theory of the Partisan). It is

a constant temptation, in effect, to conceive the positive existence of the
Imaginary Party under the familiar species of the guerrilla, of civil war, of
partisan warfare, of a conflict without a precise front or a declaration of
hostilities, without armistice or peace treaty. And by these many aspects, it
is verily a question of a war that has nothing behind its acts, its violence, its
crimes, and which appear to have no other program, on this point, than to
become conscious violence, that is to say conscious of its metaphysical and
political character.

16

The effective configuration of hostilities that the notion of the Imaginary
Party makes readable is marked essentially by asymmetry. We have no
business, presently, with the dispute of two camps that compete for the
conquest of the same trophy around which, all things told, they find them-
selves. Here, the protagonists move on such perfectly strange planes, one
from the other, that they do not meet except at very rare points of intersec-
tion, and everything accounted for, by the whim of a certain chance. But
this strangeness is itself asymmetrical: because, for the Imaginary Party, the
Spectacle is without mystery whereas for the Spectacle the Imaginary Party
must remain forever a mystery. From this follows a strategic consequence
of the first importance: while we can without problem designate our en-
emy, which is besides by essence designatable, our enemy cannot designate
us. There is no uniformity in the Imaginary Party, because uniformity is
precisely the central attribute of the Spectacle. Thus it is from now on that
all uniformity must feel itself menaced and, with it, all that it represents

as currency. In other terms, the Imaginary Party knows nothing but its
enemies, not its members, because its enemies are precisely all those who

one could know.




S rrﬂﬁ

"IOISESIP PUE SISLID ‘soeyd Jo L1red oy se 9[oe10adg o) Ut Umouy st L1re ]
Areurdew] oy 10§19, "uonesau jo Aiqeudisse-uou ayp 4q 1y3rg o1 ind
a1 onfeA pue sprom rmn ‘snpnoped ousfearnba asararuy Lipear Surpojdxe

UE JEJJ ‘OSN dYI SIDTOJUD IT YOIYM JO $a1103218D Jo A11[e101 2y, "sa0a1d orur
ST[J 31 SB IDUIPIAD UT ST I9IOBIBYD SI] "PINUNUOISIP PUE PI[I9AUN J[3S1 SPUT
ey SurpPAUN A)TpowWWod Jo dpow Y ST 1 9ydorniseied yoes uf ‘uon
-oNNsop SUIPUBISISPUN JO “PaysIuL ST 1B & 1] d[qedeout s1 11 1 SIY
4q sTeudrs sop1saq 1e) SUNNEYISUBIDA) UMO SIT A[UO ST YOTYM JBY) P[IOM B
se ssed oxew 01 10qe Juanred $11 [e JO UINI J[qEIA[BUN PUE UIPPNS Y ST 11
UOIYM JO 9[8102dg 21 10] 9ABS ISTX 10U S0P dYdOnISEILd ) 1BY) PULISIOP
-Un 1SNW U0 VB A "PI[BIAII 2 JOUUED ING ‘S[BIAI YOIy 1B ST aydon
-se1ed 9], "oydonseIed Jo wiioj oy st LN(IqIsia oyut uondnur sasyewr 10911g|
a1 yorym 1opun wioj remnonted oy qesrsdydersw £jpand st souesqns oy
yorym jo Lred Areurdew] oy jo Surqifue pueisiopun 1ou ‘uryidue 29s
‘Gurgidue Aes ‘SUONEIIPISUOD O1321BINS WOIJ UBY] SSI[ OU P[IOM ) JO UOISIA
$11 JO UOTIBIIAQE [BITUS3U0D dYI JO INMIIA UT JoUUED 3[08102dg a3 asnesog

4!

(LMD Ay, AT

-eg]) 2nss1 O13en © Jo A11$$900U 9} “‘WONONIISIP JO AI1SSI09U Y J[2$IT UT
$9ZIUZ0021 SSAUTUTES PION'T, “9SO[O ST IUIWANOUIP Y1 1By 1u2s21d 18 mouy|
M\ "Poo83 st sty A11Imdas 01 1opo oy urt se dwred auo ur ‘punard 13uo]
Aue ues duo o) "pazieIauad sowodaq uondaoxa jo 21e1s oy A[qeindsrpuy



15

In the exact proportion as the catastrophe is truth to the state of fulgura-
tion, those of the Imaginary Party work to hasten the advent of this by any
means. The axes of communication are for them privileged targets. They
know how infrastructures that “are worth billions” can be destroyed in an
audacious coup. They know the tactical weakness, the points of least resis-
tance and the moments of vulnerability of the opposing organization. They
are besides freer to choose what will be the theatre of their operations and
act at the point where the smallest forces can cause the greatest losses.

.

VEAVATLET e,

Above all, the Spectacle does not want to see there that so many attacks

are directed against it and its ignominy. Ergo, from the spectacular point
of view, the point of view of a certain alienation of the state of public
explanation, the Imaginary Party is resumed into a confused ensemble of
gratuitous and isolated criminal acts of which the authors possess no sense,
similar to the periodic irruption in visibility of the always more mysteri-
ous forms of terrorism; all things which finish all the same, in the end, by
producing the disagreeable impression that one is shielded from nothing in

the Spectacle, that an obscure menace weighs on the empty order of com-

modity society.
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